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  23th August 2009
 
Dear Members of the Committee on the Status of Women, 
The NGO Working Group on Women’s Employment and Economics of Gender is organising an interactive roundtable on 30-31 October in conjunction with the regional meeting of the UN Economic Commission for Europe in preparation for the 15th Year Review of the Implementation of the Platform for Action of the Beijing Fourth World Conference on Women.  This meeting will help review progress on gender-sensitive economic policies and practices in the context of the economic and financial crisis; gender and the corporate sector; and new partnerships, networks and alliances for gender equality.

We are inviting all major NGO networks in the region such as your organisation to join us in these interactive roundtables, to present the challenges in your sub-region, not only from the economic and financial aspects but in all critical areas treated in the Beijing Platform for Action.    

As you can see from the Provisional Agenda, besides regional presentations in plenary, there will be breakout interactive caucuses on the previously discussed topics where a moderator will be designated on the spot.  We need your help to identify potential rapporteurs for each session who can summarise the discussions and recommendations. These would be presented at the ECE meeting from 2-3 November by NGOs who will have two minutes each. Hence it is essential that the recommendations be very succinct and precise. We shall provide guidelines and information.

Time is of the essence since we only have a little over two months to prepare. To ensure effective results of the NGO process, we strongly suggest that participants should read the website http://www.unece.org where all the ECE documents can be found as well as to read the responses of the governments to the questionnaire sent by the ECE Secretariat.     

We thank you and look forward to your collaboration and to hearing from you urgently.  We are sending you copies of the Provisional Agenda and the Registration Form for distribution to your members.  Any queries may be sent to the organising coordinators at ngocswgeneva@gmail.com.
Yours in solidarity,

Conchita Poncini

Convener, Working Group on Women’s Employment and 

Economics of Gender
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